President
Dr. Martha A. Dawson

15t Vice President
Dr. Sheldon D. Fields

2" Vice President
Dr. Marcia Lowe

Treasurer
Rev. Dr. Evelyn Collier-Dixon

Secretary
Sasha DuBois

Immediate Past President
Dr. Eric J. Williams

Historian
Cynthia Bell

Parliamentarian
Dr. Lovene Knight

Ex-Officio
Dr. C. Alicia Georges

Board Members

Trilby Barnes-Green
Constance Brown

Dr. Chris Bryant

Briana Charles

Dr. Shirley Evers-Manly
Dr. Denise Ferrell

Dr. Rebecca Harris-Smith
Anne Mistivar

Dr. Leonora Muhammad
Sabrina Newton

Executive Director
Dr. (Hon) Millicent Gorham

National Black Nurses Association, Inc.
8630 Fenton Street, Suite 910, Silver Spring, MD 20910
Phone: (301) 589-3200 ¢ Fax: (301) 589-3223

Contact: Millicent Gorham
301-589-3200

For Immediate Release
April 29, 2021

Biden Administration Moves to Protect Black Americans and Kids from the
Ravages of Menthol Tobacco Products

Silver Spring, MD...Today, the FDA announced its decision to initiate
rulemaking to prohibit the promotion of menthol cigarettes and flavored
cigars to Black Americans and to kids. “The National Black Nurses
Association stands with the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids and other
organizations in support of this landmark effort to prevent kids from starting
the habit of smoking and to stop so many Black Americans from getting sick
and dying from the use of tobacco products designed to make it easier to
smoke,” stated Dr. Martha A. Dawson, President, National Black Nurses
Association.

The FDA initiative will help stop kids from beginning a life-long addiction
to tobacco, ultimately shortening their lives due to tobacco-related illnesses
such as lung cancer, emphysema, heart disease, stroke and diabetes.
Moreover, it has been found that smoking increases the risk of severe illness
from COVID-19 due to decreased breathing capacity.

NBNA salutes the Biden Administration for moving in the right direction to
ban flavored tobacco products, menthol cigarettes and flavored cigars.
“African Americans already suffer from health disparities at levels more
than their Caucasian counterparts. This ban could substantially improve the
health status of our youth and African Americans so that they can lead
healthy and productive lives”, stated Dr. Dawson.



