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NBNA Announces 2025 Award and Scholarship Recipients 

 

SILVER SPRING, MD, - July 24, 2025 - The National Black Nurses Association (NBNA) has 

announced the 2024 Scholarship and Award recipients. These recipients have demonstrated 

exceptional academic excellence in nursing. They will be recognized and honored at the 2025 

NBNA Institute and Conference Scholarship & Awards program at the Hilton Anatole in Dallas, 

TX, on August 9, at 1:30 pm. 

 

NBNA congratulates the new 2025 Scholarship and Award recipients for their outstanding 

academic achievements in nursing and their determination to surpass education standards. Each 

recipient will receive a scholarship ranging from $1,000 to $10,000 to assist their continued 

education. 

 

2025 NBNA Awards 

 
Nurse Researcher of the Year 

 

Cynthia Bienemy, PhD, RN 

All Things Professional LLC 

Acadiana BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrative Nurse of the Year 

 

Kaitia Charitable, DNP, MSN-Ed, RN- 

BC 
Chamberlain University School of Nursing 

Greater New York City BNA 

mailto:fjanecke@nbna.org


Advanced Practice Nurse of the Year 

Demechiko French, DNP, PMHNP-BC, 

FNP-C 

University of Alabama 

Birmingham BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NBNA Daisy Health Equity Student 

Award 

 

Jordan Gates 

Howard University 

BNA of Greater Washington DC Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniformed Services Nurse of the Year 

Derrick Glymph, PhD, DNAP, CRNA, 

CHSE, CNE, COL, USAR, FIAAN, 

FAANA, FAAN 

Norfolk State University 
Central Carolina Black Nurses Council 



 

 

NBNA DAISY Health Equity Award for 

Frontline Registered Nurse 

DaJanae Gresham-Ryder, DNP, 

MSN, RN, PHN, CMSRN 

University of California, Davis Health 

Capitol City BNA 

 

 

 

 

NBNA DAISY Health Equity 

LVN/LPN Award 

 

Suzanne Holliday-Thomas, LPN 

Hartford Hospital 

Northern Connecticut BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Nurse of the Year 

Amanda Hudson, RN, CRNP 

Birmingham Veteran Affairs Medical Center 

Birmingham BNA 



Nurse Educator of the Year Award 

Sharonda Johnson, DNP, RN 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Acadiana BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nurse of the Year Community Service 

Evenly Lewis, BSN, RN, OCN, WHE 

Christiana Care 

Middlesex Regional BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Licensed Practical / 

Vocational Nurse of the Year 

 

Blaec Martin, LPN 

University of Texas at Arlington 

Southeast Texas BNA 



 

 

Student Nurse of the Year 

 

Mercy Oshiokhale, BSN, RN 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Acadiana BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nurse Entrepreneur of the Year 

 

Nathaniel Saintus, DNP, AGACNP-BC, 

FNP-BC 

WeDriveHealth Primary Care 

Greater New York City BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under 40 Award 

 

Lo-Ruchama Hilaire, BSN, RN 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center & 

LIU Brooklyn 

Greater New York City BNA 



 

 

 

Under 40 Award 

 

Ardenia Norris, BSN, RN 

University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Birmingham BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under 40 Award 

 

Ashley Singleton, BSN, RN 

Humana 

Acadiana BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under 40 Award 

 

Charde Vance, BSN, RN 

University of California, Davis Health 

Capitol City BNA 



 

Under 40 Award 

 

Samantha Berrien, DNP(c), MSN, BS 

The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

School of Nursing 

Birmingham BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under 40 Award 

 

Diane Ennefils, MSN, RN, AGACNP-BC, 

CMSRN, CNOR 

New York University Health 

Greater New York City BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 NBNA Scholarships 

 

 

 

Dr. Lauranne Sams Scholarship 
 

 

Adetutu Obadina, MSN, RN, NPD-BC 

San Jose State University 

Stanford Medicine BNA 



 

 

 

Ardenia Norris 

University of Alabama at 

Birmingham 

Birmingham BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chelsey Chatters 

University of Iowa College of 

Nursing 

Direct Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezinne Ugwu 

University of Iowa 

Direct Member 



NBNA Board of Directors Scholarship 
 

 

 

 

Melissa Nelson, MSN, CNM, WHNP-BC 

MGH Institute of Health 

Professions 

New England Regional BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arizona College Scholarship 
 

 

 

Anjelica Shines 

Arizona College of Nursing 

BNA Greater Phoenix Area 



 

 

 

Ayeasha Lowe 

Arizona College of Nursing 

BNA Greater Phoenix 

Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denia Alonzo 

Arizona College of Nursing 

Greater Inland Empire BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destiny Evans 

Arizona College of Nursing 

Northern Connecticut BNA 



 

Hannah Riley 

Arizona College of Nursing – 

Aurora 

Direct Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jasmie Paige 

Arizona College of Nursing 

Southeast Texas BNA 



 
Kelsie Hercules, BSN 

Arizona College of Nursing 

Miami Chapter BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keya Lewis 

Arizona College of Nursing 
Direct Member 



 

 

Kiana Bootie 

Arizona College of Nursing – 

Chesapeake 

Central Virginia Chapter NBNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madison McAbee 

Arizona College of Nursing Tempe 

BNA Greater Phoenix Area 



 

 

Mekelit Fishea 

Arizona College of Nursing - Las 

Vegas 

Southern Nevada BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melina Jusme 

Arizona College of Nursing 

Miami Chapter BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Beard 
Arizona College of Nursing 

BNA of Greater St. Louis 



 

 

 

Nyiesha Ellis 

Arizona College of Nursing 

BNA Greater Phoenix Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odell Howell 

Arizona College of Nursing Tucson 

Campus 

BNA Greater Phoenix Area 



Rhiya Singh 

Arizona College Of Nursing 

Acadiana BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rolanda Williams 

Arizona College of Nursing 

BNA Greater Phoenix Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samantha Carpenter 

Arizona College Of Nursing Las 

Vegas 

Southern Nevada BNA 



Tiana Moore 

Arizona College for Nursing 

Northern Connecticut BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Villa Ashman 

Arizona College of Nursing 

Detroit BNA 



Mrs. Ola Lofton Scholarship 
 

 

 

 
Vallerie Moseby 

Chamberlain University 

Little Rock BNA of Arkansas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Pemberton Scholarship 
 

 

Catherine Holyfield-Allen 

Galen College of Nursing 

Metroplex BNA Dallas 



VITAS Healthcare/Esther Colliflower 
 

 

Donjayla Jenkins, BSN, RN 

ECPI University 

Central Florida BNA of Orlando 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria A. Dudley Advanced Practice 

 

Winchel William 

Florida International University 

Miami Chapter BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George E. McGuire Memorial Scholarship 

 

Brittany Woods-Holmes, RN, 

BSN, MHA 

North Carolina A & T State 

University 

Piedmont BNA-Charlotte 



Dr. Martha A. Dawson Genesis Scholarship 

 

Shalela Forbus, MSN, RN, PMH-BC 

Pennsylvania Western University 

Pittsburgh Black Nurses in Action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Daisy Harmon-Allen Scholarship 

 

Jalaina Fusilier 

Grambling State University 

Shreveport BNA 



Dr. Millicent Gorham 
 

 

Sydney Gibbons 

Florida Atlantic University 

Palm Beach County BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NBNA Social Justice Scholarship 

 

Ayomidamope Adebiyi, MSN, APRN, 

FNP-BC, CEN, COHN-S 

John Hopkins University 

Central Valley BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Health Foundation Scholarship 

 

Abigail Hall 

University of Michigan 

- Ann Arbor 

Ann Arbor NBNA 



Amiyah Hopkins 

University of Louisville 

KYANA BNA Louisville 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antoinette Slaughter 

Penn State Ross and Carol Nese 

College of Nursing 

New York BNA 



Dejah Johnson 

Johns Hopkins University 

Concerned National Black Nurses 

of Central Savannah River Area 

(CSRA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Djiine Gaspard 

Arkansas State University 

Memphis-Riverbluff BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emy Charlot, MSN, APRN, FNP-C 

 

Arkansas State University 

Direct Member 



George Goff 

Davenport University 

Detroit BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josephine Ageyi 

Johns Hopkins University 

Greater New York City BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jah'Vonie Cooke 

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Direct Member



 

JoLisa Bumpers 

University of Alabama at 

Birmingham 

Birmingham BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnnie Jones 

Baylor University 

Fort Bend County 

BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                Ja’Shae  Jackson 

          Abilene Christian University 

                                Greater East Texas BNA 

 

   



 

 

Lydia Whale 

University of Alabama 

Little Rock BNA of Arkansas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McKenzie Minor 

Texas Christian University 

Greater East Texas BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meagan Toney 

Prairie View A&M University 

Fort Bend County BNA 



 

Tiffany Hamilton 

Azusa Pacific University 

San Diego BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiffany Henderson 

Saint Louis University-Trudy 

Busch Valentine School of Nursing 

BNA of Greater St. Louis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Titia Widener-Williams 
MSN, APRN, FNP-C, 

CNOR 

Wilmington University 

Atlanta BNA 



Ena Williams Scholarship 
 

Sasha DuBois, MSN, RN, NEA-BC 

Boston College 

New England Regional BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbott Scholarship 

 

Axon Dorius 

Rasmussen University 

Central Florida BNA of Orlando 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danielle McLarty 

Cabarrus College of Health 

Sciences 

Queen City BNA 

 

 

 

 

Queen City NBNA 



Jalita King, BSN, RN 

Mount Carmel College of Nursing 

Detroit BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randall Fortune 

Touro University 

Greater New York City BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Watson 

University of North Carolina- 

Greensboro 
Central Carolina Black Nurses Council 



 

 

Sharran Burney, MSN, CNP, FNP-BC 

Boston College, Connell School of 

Nursing 

New England Regional BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Williams, MSN, APRN, FNP-C 

Prairie View A&M University 

Southeast Texas BNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taloria Edwards 

Howard University 

BNA of Greater Washington DC 

Area 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy B. Martin Scholarship 

 

Danielle McLarty 

Cabarrus College of Health 

Sciences 
Queen City NBNA 


