Bio-short
Retired operating Nurse
During my 47 years Nursing Journey,  I was  blessed to have nurses that did not look like me to  give me the basic of foundation of Nursing. My Nursing career started as a LVN in small city of Texarkana, Arkansas, as  only black person in Operating Room . My goal was to move forward in Nursing to the highest level, and to educate  my community how to deal with many  health disparities. Marilyn Johnson earned her BSN from Prairie View A&M University . Several years later, I was commission in the United States Army Reserves. Each time I moved up in my Nursing Career , I moved up in  military rank from second Lieutenant to Colonel in US Army  of 28 years career. 
Marilyn Johnson has been a born leader and a no-nonsense  Registered Nurse in the preoperative arena as Director of Nurses, Nurses Manager, Nurse Educator and Clinical preceptor coordinator. In 2004 , I graduated from Texas Southern University with Master of Education, specializing in Counseling. I am still applying this degree to help the underserved population with their  mental issues connected to their surgical outcomes. Ms. Johnson has combined  her  surgical  experience and  Counseling education  toward  pursuing her third degree, Doctor of Theology. This degree help close the circle of completion, where I can give services to the whole person ( mind, body and soul).   
 Ms. Johnson created and maintain a preoperative intern program for over 100 interns in a major medical center hospital in Houston. This program was used during her deployment at Tri-Service Medical Center hospital in Germany.
My success of moving forward  in  my nursing career and maintaining a  role  in the operating room was to: stay focus, know your limits, and ask for help. The idea of life balance is  hard task as a nurse .The greatness obstacle were learning how to  stay focus, be kind, and to help others .I lead by example by  teaching  every nurse the right way always. And encourage  that nurse to share with other new nurses. Nurses are not only the first line responders, we are the most important responder. Because most of the time we  are the only responder.  I love being a nurse and it is not an easy job.  My life dream is helping others, with hope of paying it forward , # with Love
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